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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Washington 


April li, 1951 


DIRECTIVE TO* The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 


It is toe purp(»e of this directive to authorise and 
provide for the aorc effective planning, coordination and coti- 
dnot, -within the fraaewoiic of approved national policies, of 
psychological c^erations. 

Tl»re is hereby established a Psychological Strategy 
Board responsible, within the purposes and terns of this direc>- 
tive, for the foraulation and pronailgatlon, as guidance to the 
departaen^ and a^ncies responsible for psychological opera- 
ti«3B, of over-all national pi^hol<^ical objectives, policies 
and prograns, and for toe coordination azKi ewaluati<Ki of the 
aati<»ial pathological effort. 

The Board will r^ort to the National Security Council 
on the Board’s activities and on its e-raluation of the national 
psychological c^ratlons, includi ng l g?le aent atlon of approved 
o bjective s, pK)lieies, and ^ograms by the depart^nto 
concerned. — “ — 


For the purposes of this directive, psychological oper- 
ations shall include all activities (other thim overt types of 
ec<Maofflic warfare) envisicaied under NSC 59/1 end SBC lo/2, toe 
operational planning and execution of which shall renaln, subject 
to this directive, as therein assigned. 

The Board toall be coi^sed oft 

a. The Undersecretary of State, the Deputy Secretary 
of Defense, and toe Director of Cen-tral Intelli- 
gence, or, in their absence, their appropriate 
designees; 

b. An agppropriate representative of the l»ad of each 
such other departaent or agency of the Qovemaent 
as nay, from tine to tim, be deteradned by the 
Board* 

The Board shall designate one of its aenbers as 
Chainoan. 
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A representatiTC of the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall sit 
with the Board as its principal military adviser in order that the 
Boasrd «y ensure that Its objectires, policies and programs shall 
^ related to aj^roved plans for military operatiOTS. 

There is establiahed under the Board a Director who shall 
be designated \xj the Presictent and who shall receive coopensation 
of $16,000 per year. The Director shall direct the activities 
under the ^ard. In carrying out this xesponsibility, he shall 

A. Be z^spmsible for having prepared the pnjgraras, 
policies, reports, and recoai!^ndatl<»i8 for tb« 
Board’s consideration, 

b. Sit with the Board and be responsible to it for 
organising its business and for expediting the 
reaching of decisions, 

e. I^anlgate the decisions of the Board, 

d. Ascertain the manner in which agreed upon objec- 
tives, policies, snd programs of the Board are 
being ii^leaented and coordinated among the 
departments and agencies concerned, 

e. Seport thereon and on his evaluation of the 
national psychological operations to the Board 
together with his recommendations, 

f . Perform such other duties necessary to cariy out 
his responsibilities as the Board may direct. 

The Director, within the limits of fhnds and personnel 
made available by the Board f<»r this purpose, shall organise and 
direct a staff to assist in carrying out his responsibilities. 

The Director shall determine the organisati<m vid qualifications 
of the staff, which mi^ include individualB esployed for this 
purpose, including paH-time e]q)erts, and/or individuals detailed 
from the participating departments a^ agencies for assignment to 
full-time duty or on an ad hoc task foree basis. Pers<mnel de- 
tailed for assignment to duty under the terns of this directive 
shall be under the control of the Director, subject only to neces- 
sary |»rs<xm©l procedures within their respective departments and 
agencies. 


The participating departments and agencies shall afford 
to the Director and the staff such assistance and access to in- 
formation as may be specifically requested by the Director in 
earrylng out his assigned duties. 
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The heads of departments and agencies concerned shall 
examine into the present arrangements xdthin their departments and 
agencies for the conduct, direction and coordination of psychological 
operations with a riew toward readjusting or strengthening them if 
necessary to carry out the purposes of ttiis directiTe. The Secre- 
tary of State is authorized to effect such readjustments in the 
organization established under 59/1 as he deems necessary to 
accomplish the purposes of this directive, 

directive does not authorize the Board nor the 
Director to perform ai^ *peychological operations”. 

In performing its functions, the board shall utilize 
to the asBxlaaiB extent the facilities and resources of the par- 
ticipating departments and agencies. 


»/ Harry liuaan 
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Washington 

April ii, 1951 
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SECRET 


DIRECTIVE TO; The Secretary of State 

The Secretary of Defense 

The Director of Central Intelligence 


It is the purpose of this directive to authorize and 
provide for the more effective planning, coordination and con- 
duct, within the framework of approved national policies, of 
psychological operations. 


There is hereby established a Psychological Strategy 
Board responsible, within the purposes and terms of this direc- 
tive, for the formulation and promulgation, as guidance to the 
departments and agencies responsible for t)sychological opera- 
tions, of over-all national psychological objectives, policies 
and programs, and for the coordination and evaluation of the 
national psychological effort. 

The Board will report to the National Security ^ouncil 
on the Board's activities and on its evaluation of the national 
psychological operations, including implementation of approved 
objectives, policies, and programs by the departments and agencies 
concerned. 


' For " tr hiyyi 


ati-OftS shall .iru-'liiHo p n 


,» 4 f- 4 i hin dtrartivo, paareiialQe^ 


»&enomic- wa r f are)" 
oft»ra ti on al- pi ann i ng ..- a - nd - exo »ut 4 pn 
ta-iliig, , dixSiC.tiiVe ■ maa,, n thAEBrin-arggir^ned .-- 


of 




ibiect 


The. Boa-r d-sharii* be o e w po scd of ; ^ 

a. The Undersecretary of State, the Deputy Secretary 
of Defense, and the Director of Central Intelli- 
gence, or, in their absence, their appropriate 
designees j 


b. An appropriate representative of the head of each 
such other department or agency of the Government 
as may, from, time to time, be determined, by the 
Board. 


The Board shall designate one of its members as 
Chairman . 


"CCPd " 
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A representative of the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall sit 
with the Board as its principal military adviser in order that the 
Board may ensure that its objectives, policies and programs shall 
be related to approved plans for military operations. 


There is established under the Board a ■‘•'irector who shall 
be designated by the President and who shall rec eive compensation 
of $16,000 per year. aliall 

■ ' he . gh ai 


Be responsible for having prepared the ppograms, 
jnl.icies, reports, and recommendationg-^;^^r the 
M's consideration. 


Sit witTS^yj^ Board and be respopj^ble to it for 
organ izing'*^^«^usinesG and expediting the 
reaching of ofe«^^ions. 

Promulgate the decis^^n^bf the Board, 

d. Ascertain the manner in i^^ch agreed upon objec- 
tives, policie^y^nd prog^^ of the Board are 
being implenjeffted and coor<rfcqSk^ed among the departments 
and agen^^i^ concerned, 

Re;^^^iit^ thereon and on his evaluatior?^^ the 
Monal psychological operations to tThsk. Board 
^together with his recommendations. 

Perform such other duties necessary to carry 
■ T > pon a iMlitiGO OO tho_ m^u ■ ri - i rrarbp. 


The Director, within the limits of funds and personnel 
made available by the Board for this purpose, shall organize and 
direct a staff to assist in c arrying out his responsibi] ities . 

The Director shall determine the organization and qualifications 
of the staff , which may include individuals employed for this 
purpose, including part-time experts, and/or individuals detailed 
from the participating departments and agencies for assignment to 
full-time duty or on an ad hoc task force basis. Personnel de- 
tailed for assignment to duty under the terras of this directive 
shall be under the control of the Director, subject only to neces- 
sary personnel procedures within the-'r respective departments and 
agencies . 


The participating departments and agencies shall afford 
to the Director and the staff such assistance and access to in- 
formation as may be specifically requested by the Director in 
carrying out his assigned duties. 

"COPi " 
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The heads of the departments and agencies concerned shall 
examine into present arrangements within their departments and 
agencies for the conduct, direction and coordination of psychological 
ooerations with a to'iew toward readjusting or strengthening them if 
necessary to carry out the purposes of this j-'r-rti"- ^Thn liaiirrii 
i a' ■«uthor 3.Z Qd .. t ; e^££ ect su - eh-^rsad j.ustnien ts -4«-4he 




ar; -coTnn] ifj^ h tha. pur-pn^'n-- n-P.|,1 i ;.>. iHtm i M »■ , I 


ni-rcpt.n-r f.p pppf njni ..ax y j 


In performing its functions, the board shall utilize 
to the maximum extent the facilities and resources of the par- 
ticipating departments and agencies. 


/s/ Harry Truman. 
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